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In her book Echoes of Exile Daniela Spenser reveals the seismic disruptions of twentieth-century European
history through the intimate lens of one family’s struggle to survive. Setting out to record the life of her
mother, Ruth, Spenser unearthed personal facts and stories that additionally illuminate the shared
traumas and experiences of millions of Czech, Polish, and German Jews who died in the Holocaust, as
well as the stories of those who survived and lived under Communism and the Cold War. Her resulting
work is a fascinating hybrid that combines family letters and interviews with deeply researched political
history spanning from the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire to the fall of the Berlin Wall.
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