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On July 10th, 2000, the Greenfield Summer Institute convened for the 
first time, promising attendees “an unforgettable week of learning and 
summer fun.” Twenty-five years later, we continue the tradition. 
Whether you have been with us since the beginning or are joining us for 
the first time, thank you for making Greenfield possible and sharing part 
of your summer with us. A special thanks goes to Larry and Ros 
Greenfield, whose generosity has sustained the Institute all these years. 

Group photo at Taliesin from the first Greenfield Summer Institute 
July 11, 2000
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Welcome to the 25th Annual  
Greenfield Summer Institute! 

The faculty and staff of the Center for Jewish Studies are delighted that 
you have chosen to join us for this week of learning, noshing, and 
fellowship. A few things to keep in mind: 

• All lectures (except those on Wednesday afternoon) will be held in
the H. F DeLuca Forum at the Wisconsin Institute for Discovery,
330 N Orchard St.

• The two afternoon sessions (after the lunch break) on Wednesday,
July 16 will take place at the Hamel Music Center, 740 University
Ave.

• A light breakfast (coffee, tea, juice, bagels, muffins, yogurt, and
fruit) will be available each morning beginning at 8:00 a.m.

• Unfortunately, we are unable to control the temperature of the
lecture hall. It may get cold, so you may wish to bring a sweater.

• If you brought a smart phone, mobile device, or computer, you can
access UW’s wireless internet by creating a guest account. Select
“Discovery-Guest” from the wireless network options and follow
the prompts. If you encounter issues, feel free to ask a staff
member at the registration table for assistance.

• Please take the time to fill out an evaluation form and return it to
the registration table by the end of the Institute. Your comments
and suggestions will help us improve the Institute in future years.

• Please feel free to speak with any CJS staff at the registration table
if you have any questions or concerns!

We hope you enjoy your time at this year’s 
Greenfield Summer Institute! 
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PROGRAM 

Monday, July 14 
8:00 a.m.  Continental Breakfast and Registration 
9:00 a.m. “Yiddish as a Comic Foil in American 

Comedy” 
Eddy Portnoy (YIVO Institute for Jewish 
Research) 

10:30 a.m. Break 

10:45 a.m. “The Story of Nittel Nacht: A Jewish 
Christmas Tradition” 
Rebecca Scharbach Wollenberg 
(University of Michigan) 

12:15 p.m.  Lunch (on your own) 

1:30 p.m. Film Screening: A Serious Man (2009) 
Directed by Joel & Ethan Coen 

3:00 p.m. Break 

3:15 p.m. “Serious Men: The Coen Brothers’ A 
Serious Man in Conversation with the 
Book of Job” 
Jeremy M. Hutton (University of 
Wisconsin-Madison) 
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PROGRAM 

Tuesday, July 15 

8:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast and Registration 

9:00 a.m. “Beyond Driving Miss Daisy: 
Southern Jews and the Long Civil 
Rights Movement” 
Shari Rabin (Oberlin College) 

10:30 a.m. Break 

10:45 a.m.  “Reading Jewish Films as Jewish 
Texts” 
Mark Leuchter (Temple University) 

12:15 p.m. Lunch (on your own) 

1:30 p.m.  “Poetry of the Periphery: Mizrahi & 
Ethiopian Israeli Poetry of 
Contemporary Israel” 
Bryan K. Roby (University of Michigan) 

3:00 p.m.  Break 

3:15 p.m. Film Screening: Hollywoodism: Jews, 
Movies, and the American Dream 
(1997) 
Directed by Simcha Jacobovici & Stuart 
Samuels  
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PROGRAM 

Wednesday, July 16 
8:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast and Registration 

9:00 a.m. “Building Paradise: Jewish Developers in 
the Making of South Florida's Leisure 
Landscape” 
Anna Andrzejewski (University of 
Wisconsin-Madison) 

10:30 a.m. Break 

10:45 a.m. “Ancient Popular Culture? Jews and 
Graffiti in the Mediterranean and 
Beyond” 
Karen Stern-Gabbay (CUNY Graduate 
Center) 

12:15 p.m. Lunch (on your own) 

***Both afternoon sessions will be held at the Hamel Music Center*** 

1:30 p.m. “The Cabaretesque in Jewish Music” 
Philip V. Bohlman (University of Chicago) 

3:00 p.m. Break 

3:15 p.m. “When We Remembered Zion: Jewish 
Songs of Love, Loss, and Life” 
Philip V. Bohlman, with Musicians from the 
UW-Madison School of Music 

6



PROGRAM 

Thursday, July 17 
8:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast and Registration 

9:00 a.m. “Recycling Recipes and Jewishness in 
the 1980s” 
Jonathan Z. S. Pollack (University of 
Wisconsin-Madison) 

10:30 a.m. Break 

10:45 a.m. “Why Do Jewish Dogs Prefer Gaines-
Burgers?” 
Kerri P. Steinberg (Otis College of Art 
and Design) 

12:15 p.m. Lunch 
Lunch buffet provided 
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ABSTRACTS 

Eddy Portnoy 
Senior Academic Advisor & Director of Exhibitions, 
YIVO Institute for Jewish Research 

“Yiddish as a Comic Foil in American Comedy” 
Monday, July 14, 9:00 a.m. 

Various shmendriks claim that the Yiddish language 
is inherently funny. But is this actually true? Yiddish, 
it would seem, is just a language like any other and 
isn’t inherently funny; rather, it is the speakers of 
Yiddish who produce the humor. Nonetheless, 
Yiddish has attained a unique role as a linchpin for 
comedy, beginning in vaudeville and continuing to 
the present. Whether through the interjection of 
Yiddish phrases or the use of a Yiddish accent, this 
language has been used for over a century as a method to get laughs on stage, in film, and 
on television. In this talk, we will discuss the history of this phenomenon and the reasons 
behind it. 

Eddy Portnoy is a specialist on Yiddish popular culture. He currently serves as academic 
advisor for the Max Weinreich Center and exhibition curator at the YIVO Institute for 
Jewish Research. The exhibitions he has created for YIVO have won plaudits from The 
New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, VICE, The Forward, and others. He is the 
author of Bad Rabbi and Other Strange but True Stories from the Yiddish Press (Stanford 
University Press 2017). 
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ABSTRACTS 

Rebecca Scharbach Wollenberg 
Associate Professor of Jewish Studies,  
University of Michigan 
 
“The Story of Nittel Nacht: A Jewish Christmas 
Tradition” 
Monday, July 14, 10:45 a.m. 
 
On Christmas Eve, Eastern and Central European Jews were 
forbidden to study Torah as they usually did—and were 
instead encouraged to hold rowdy parties filled with lights, 
garlic, and gambling. Were these simply Jewish Christmas 
parties? Not at all. At the time, many Eastern European 
residents (both Jewish and Christian) believed that 
Christmas Eve was an uncanny time when demons walked 
the earth, the veil between this world and the next thinned, 
and Jesus came back from the dead. In Jewish circles, some said that Jesus particularly 
visited Jewish homes on that night, and they took protective measures against the 
visitation. This talk will introduce these traditions and tell the story of a Jewish Christmas 
tradition that has been largely forgotten outside of Yiddish-speaking circles. 
 
Rebecca Scharbach Wollenberg is an associate professor in Jewish Studies at the 
University of Michigan. She received her doctorate in History of Religions from the 
University of Chicago. She recently published The Closed Book: How the Rabbis Taught 
the Jews (Not) to Read the Bible (Princeton University Press: 2023) and The Abrahamic 
Vernacular (Cambridge University Press: 2024).  
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ABSTRACTS 

Film: A Serious Man (2009) 
Directed by Joel & Ethan Coen 
 
Monday, July 14, 1:30 p.m. 
 
In this darkly humorous film from the Coen 
Brothers, physics professor Larry Gopnik (Michael 
Stuhlbarg) suddenly finds that his life is falling 
apart. Struggling to make sense of it all, he consults 
three different rabbis. “I’ve tried to be a serious 
man,” he explains, “tried to do right, to be a 
member of the community.” Why is he suffering 
now? The answers are unclear, and Gopnik’s search 
for meaning leads him on a twisted journey that 
viewers may interpret in a variety of ways. 
 
Running Time: 106 minutes 
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ABSTRACTS 

 
 
Jeremy M. Hutton 
Professor of Classical Hebrew Language & Biblical 
Literature,  
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
 
“Serious Men: The Coen Brothers’ A Serious Man in 
Conversation with the Book of Job” 
Monday, July 14, 3:15 p.m. 
 
Ethan and Joel Coen have often hedged when interviewers 
make comparisons of their 2009 film to the Book of Job. 
This leaves most film critics musing about the Coen 
Brothers’ upbringing, while giving only a superficial nod to Job. In this talk, we will look 
at the variety of ways in which the movie resembles the story of Job: we will see 
commonalities in their respective views on innocent suffering, the ability of our 
conversation partners to change our minds, and the question of how certain we can be 
about the world’s predictability. 
 
Jeremy Hutton is Professor of Classical Hebrew Language and Biblical Literature at the 
University of Wisconsin–Madison. He earned his BA at the University of Notre Dame 
before completing his MA and PhD at Harvard University. At UW, he teaches subjects 
ranging from Biblical Hebrew language and literature, to ancient Egyptian civilization 
and the history of Roman-era Palmyra. Recently, he has begun teaching “Bible and 
Film,” which explores the reception of the biblical text in modern movies. In his free 
time, he enjoys hiking, camping, canoeing, and exploring the wild places of Wisconsin 
and beyond. 
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ABSTRACTS 

Shari Rabin 
Associate Professor of Religion, Jewish  
Studies, and History,  
Oberlin College 
 
“Beyond Driving Miss Daisy: Southern Jews 
and the Long Civil Rights Movement” 
Tuesday, July 15, 9:00 a.m. 
 
Based on the play by Alfred Urhy, the 1989 Oscar-
winning film Driving Miss Daisy tells the story of 
a white Jewish woman and her relationship with 
her Black chauffeur against the backdrop of the 
bourgeoning Civil Rights movement in Atlanta. In 
this talk, Shari Rabin will use the film as a jumping-off point for considering the complex 
history of southern Jews and the movement for Black civil rights. 
 
Shari Rabin is a historian of modern Judaism and American religions. Her first book, 
Jews on the Frontier: Religion and Mobility in Nineteenth-century America (NYU Press, 
2017), won the National Jewish Book Award in American Jewish studies. Her second 
book is The Jewish South: An American History (Princeton University Press, 2025). She 
is associate professor of Jewish studies, religion, and history at Oberlin College and 
currently serves as vice-president of the Southern Jewish Historical Society. 
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ABSTRACTS 

Mark Leuchter 
Professor of Ancient Judaism and Hebrew Bible, 
Temple University 
 
“Reading Jewish Films as Jewish Texts” 
Tuesday, July 15, 10:45 a.m. 
 
What makes a film a “Jewish” film?  The story?  The 
characters?  Or is it the way it is received and understood by its 
audiences, and especially its Jewish audiences?  We will 
consider these questions alongside an exploration of how 
certain well known “Jewish” films function very much like the 
classical Jewish texts—the Torah, the Mishnah, works from 
major philosophers—that are typically regarded as canonical 
within the Jewish tradition. Jewish films should be seen as part 
of this tradition, one whose boundaries at once seem fixed and expansive. 
 
Mark Leuchter received his PhD from the University of Toronto in 2003. His research 
and publications focus on the relationship between myth and textuality in ancient Israelite 
and ancient Jewish tradition, and the way memory and cognition are affected by politics 
and language. His recent publications include An Empire Far and Wide: The Achaemenid 
Dynastic Myth and Jewish Scribes in the Late Persian Period (Oxford, 2024) and The 
Levites and the Boundaries of Israelite Identity (Oxford, 2017). His favorite band is 
Rush. 
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ABSTRACTS 

Bryan K. Roby 
Associate Professor of Jewish & Middle East History, 
University of Michigan 
 
“Poetry of the Periphery: Mizrahi & Ethiopian Israeli 
Poetry of Contemporary Israel” 
Tuesday, July 15, 1:30 p.m. 
 
In this talk, Bryan K. Roby will engage with the aesthetics and 
subject matters of discussion amongst Mizrahi and Ethiopian 
Jewish Israeli poets in the 21st century. Looking at poets like 
Orit Tashoma, Yossi Zabari, and Adi Keissar, Roby will 
explore themes of marginalization, Jewish feminism, and Afro-
Asian Jewish identity in modern-day Israel. 
 
Bryan K. Roby is an associate professor of Jewish and Middle Eastern History at the 
University of Michigan–Ann Arbor. His research focuses on the history of race/racism, 
Black diasporas, and Jewish identity in Israel/Palestine and North Africa from the 
nineteenth century to the present. His first book, The Mizrahi Era of Rebellion: Israel’s 
Forgotten Civil Rights Struggle 1948-1966, focused on social justice protests in Israel 
and his current book project, Blackness Refracted: Race and the Making of the Jewish 
Color Line in the Twentieth Century, traces the migration history of racialized Jewish 
communities and ideas across seas and oceans. 
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ABSTRACTS 

Film: Hollywoodism: Jews, Movies, and the American Dream (1997) 
Directed by Simcha Jacobovici & Stuart Samuels 
 
Tuesday, July 15, 3:15 p.m. 
 
Drawing on rare archival footage, this documentary 
tells a sweeping story of six Hollywood studios 
founded by Jewish immigrants from Eastern and 
Central Europe in the early decades of the twentieth 
century. Haunted by a history of persecution, 
filmmakers like Carl Laemmle (Universal), Louis 
Mayer (MGM), and Adolf Zukor (Paramount) helped 
to create a new culture and social structure in their 
adopted country. While their success was built partly 
on assimilation and denial, these and other Jewish 
movie moguls created an idealized vision of America 
that has helped to shape the nation's image of itself 
and the values it stands for.  
 
Running Time: 102 minutes 
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ABSTRACTS 

Anna Andrzejewski 
Professor, Department of Art History,  
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
 
“Building Paradise: Jewish Developers in the 
Making of South Florida's Leisure Landscape” 
Wednesday, July 16, 9:00 a.m. 
 
In the quarter-century after World War II, Jewish 
builders and developers helped to transform coastal 
South Florida into a vacation and resort landscape. In 
this talk, Anna Andrzejewski draws on evidence from 
collections of the Jewish Museum of Florida, along with 
advertisements from newspapers and archives, to show 
the vital role that Jewish entrepreneurs played in 
developing the barrier islands north of Miami, as well as Gulf Coast communities such as 
Cape Coral. Looking at design features of these communities, she shows how builders 
and developers envisioned and ultimately constructed a “paradise” to draw leisure-
seekers southward. 
 
Anna Vemer Andrzejewski is Professor and Centennial Chair in the Department of Art 
History at UW-Madison, where she teaches courses on the history of North American 
vernacular architecture and cultural landscapes. Anna is also an affiliate of the 
Departments of Geography and Planning and Landscape Architecture as well as an 
affiliate of the Nelson Institute.  
 
Anna’s first book, Building Power: Architecture and Surveillance in Victorian America, 
was published by the University of Tennessee Press in 2008. Since then, her research 
interests have shifted to the history of housing and real estate development after World 
War II. In addition to publishing numerous articles and book chapters, she has two 
manuscripts completed on this research. Her most recent book, Building Paradise: The 
Cultural Landscape of Vacation and Retirement in South Florida, 1945-1970, will be 
published shortly.  
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ABSTRACTS 

Karen Stern-Gabbay 
Professor of History, Brooklyn College of the City University 
of New York &  
Professor of Classics, CUNY Graduate Center 

“Ancient Popular Culture? Jews and Graffiti in the 
Mediterranean and Beyond” 
Wednesday, July 16, 10:45 a.m. 

This talk will introduce some of the most surprising forms of 
writing and art that Jews once created throughout antiquity: 
hundreds, if not thousands of examples of ancient graffiti. 
While scholars traditionally neglected these texts and 
drawings, they are legion, appearing in all regions of the 
eastern, western, and southern Mediterranean, and throughout 
Arabia and Syria. Indeed, closer examination reveals that 
Jews once wrote these graffiti in public and private spaces—everywhere they visited—
including their homes and synagogues, theatres and markets, and, particularly, around 
tombs. By surveying some of these graffiti, in multiple places and contexts, Karen Stern-
Gabbay offers a rare perspective on popular features of ancient Jewish history and 
culture, drawing unexpected connections between Jewish life in the ancient, medieval, 
and modern worlds. 

Karen B. Stern is professor of History at Brooklyn College and a professor in the 
Classics Program of the Graduate Center, City University of New York. Her research and 
teaching consider the archaeology and material cultures of Jews and their neighbors, who 
lived throughout the broader Greek, Roman, and Sasanian worlds and in the eastern, 
western, and southern Mediterranean in late antiquity. Several media outlets, including 
NPR, the BBC, the Guardian, and Ha’aretz, have featured her work; she is a sought-after 
speaker and lecturer, who has been invited to give academic and public talks throughout 
the United States, Europe, the Middle East, and South Africa. Her most recent book, 
Writing on the Wall: Graffiti and the Forgotten Jews of Antiquity (Princeton University 
Press 2018; paperback ed. 2020), was the winner of a 2020 Jordan Schnitzer Book Award 
through the Association for Jewish Studies (category: Jews and the Arts). She is also the 
author of Inscribing Devotion and Death: Archaeological Evidence for Jewish 
Populations of North Africa (Brill 2007) and co-editor of With the Loyal You Show 
Yourself Loyal: Essays on Relationships in the Hebrew Bible in Honor of Saul M. Olyan 
(SBL Press, 2021).  
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ABSTRACTS 

 
Philip V. Bohlman 
Ludwig Rosenberger Distinguished Service Professor in Jewish 
History, Department of Music and the Humanities,  
The University of Chicago 
 
“The Cabaretesque in Jewish Music” 
Wednesday, July 16, 1:30 p.m. 
 
Drawing on his twenty-five years as the Artistic Director of the 
Jewish cabaret ensemble, The New Budapest Orpheum 
Society, Philip Bohlman will reflect on the ways in which the 
Jewish cabaret stage offered opportunities for Jewish musicians 
and actors to enter the public and popular spheres of modern 
European history. The Jewish cabaret opened new sound worlds for cinema and the 
musical. It provided a musical record for tragedy and trauma. Above all, Jewish cabaret 
inspired the social and cultural transformations of modern Jewish popular culture. 
 
Philip V. Bohlman, a native of Boscobel, Wisconsin, and an alumnus of the University 
of Wisconsin–Madison (BM 1975, piano performance), is Ludwig Rosenberger 
Distinguished Service Professor in Jewish History at the University of Chicago and 
Honorarprofessor at the Hochschule für Musik, Theater und Medien Hannover. He took 
his MM and Ph.D. from the University of Illinois, and received a Doctor Honoris Causa 
from the Romanian National University of Music Bucharest. With a central focus on 
Jewish music and modernity, his research addresses the intersections of music with race, 
nationalism, and colonial encounter. He currently directs the five-year research project, 
“Borderlands of Sonic Encounter.” Among recent books are Wie sängen wir Seinen 
Gesang auf dem Boden der Fremde! (LIT 2019), World Music: A Very Short Introduction 
(Oxford 2020), and Wolokolamsker Chaussee (Bloomsbury 2021), and with the New 
Budapest Orpheum Society the 2015 Grammy Award-nominated CD, As Dreams Fall 
Apart: The Golden Age of Jewish Stage and Film Music, 1925–1955 (Cedille 2014). His 
work has been honored with prizes from the American Musicological Society, the British 
Academy, the Guggenheim Foundation, and the Royal Music Society (UK). Bohlman is 
the recipient of the 2022 International Balzan Prize in Ethnomusicology. 
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ABSTRACTS 

Philip V. Bohlman, Julia Rottmayer, Madison Barrett, Eliza Morris, and 
Aubrie Jacobson 
A Special Performance at the Hamel Music Center 

“When We Remembered Zion: Jewish Songs of Love, Loss, and Life” 
Wednesday, July 16, 3:15 p.m. 

Philip Bohlman and musicians from the UW-Madison Mead Witter School of Music will 
bring music, poetry, and discussions of the popular in Jewish music into conversation. 
The program will sound the past and the present, drawing upon repertories from 
Bohlman's tenure as the Artistic Director of the Grammy-nominated Jewish cabaret 
troupe, The New Budapest Orpheum Society. 
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ABSTRACTS 

Jonathan Z. S. Pollack 
Honorary Fellow in Jewish Studies,  
University of Wisconsin-Madison  
 
“Recycling Recipes and Jewishness in the 1980s” 
Thursday, July 17, 9:00 a.m. 
 
In 1981, the Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries 
(now the Recycled Materials Institute) published 
Recycling Recipes, a cookbook of recipes contributed 
by the organization's members and their families. While 
many of the recipes could appear in any cookbook from 
this era, traces of specifically Jewish foodways appear. 
This popular-culture artifact gives us insight into the 
Jewishness of the recycling industry, and the U.S. in 
general, by examining the favorite recipes of 
entrepreneurs in this historically Jewish economic 
niche. 
 
 
Jonathan Pollack earned his PhD in History at UW-Madison in 1999. After nearly 27 
years, Jon has retired from “putting the Jew in junior college,” moving from teaching 
history at Madison Area Technical College to full-time writing and research thanks to his 
honorary fellowship in the Center for Jewish Studies. His main research interests in 
American Jewish history are the Jewish Midwest, the history of Jews in higher education, 
and the recycling industry as a Jewish economic niche. In 2019, he published Wisconsin, 
The New Home of the Jew: 150 Years of Jewish Life at the University of Wisconsin–
Madison. Made possible by the generous support of Julie and Peter Weil, this book is 
available for free download on the CJS website: cjs.wisc.edu/alumni/.  
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ABSTRACTS 

Kerri P. Steinberg Name 
Chair of Liberal Arts and Sciences,  
Otis College of Art and Design 
 
“Why Do Jewish Dogs Prefer Gaines-Burgers?” 
Thursday, July 17, 10:45 a.m. 
 
Why have more Jewish headaches been cured by Bayer 
aspirin? Why do dogs owned by Jews prefer Gaines-
Burgers? For over 100 years, American Jews have been 
courted by the biggest corporations due to the innovative 
and entrepreneurial achievements of Joseph Jacobs, a 
salesman extraordinaire, who steadily guided mainstream 
products into Jewish homes. Establishing the “OU” 
symbol to designate certification by the Union of Orthodox Congregations of America, 
Joseph Jacobs Advertising was the first Jewish agency to contract with major U.S. 
manufacturers and to implement market segmentation. Aside from being good business, 
ethnic marketing, more significantly, encouraged American Jews to retain their 
distinctiveness. 
 
Kerri Steinberg, Chair of Liberal Arts and Sciences at Otis College of Art and Design in 
Los Angeles, is an art historian whose research and scholarship addresses the often 
overlooked, yet instrumental role of design and advertising in the development and 
expression of American Jewish identities. She has lectured widely on these topics at 
various conferences and symposia across the country. Her book Jewish Mad Men: 
Advertising and the Design of the American Jewish Experience was published by Rutgers 
University Press in 2015. She has also authored articles for various peer-reviewed 
journals, including her most recent publication, "Minding the Body: Space, Memory and 
Visual Culture in Constructions of Jewish Identity," which appeared in Arts this past 
spring.  
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Transportation Information 
Madison Metro Transit operates several free bus routes on the UW campus: routes 
80, 81, 82, and 84. Routes 80 and 84 provide daytime and evening service; routes 
80, 81, and 82 provide nighttime service. The below picture shows the service range 
of the various campus bus routes. For exact information on campus routes or for 
information about city-wide bus routes, visit cityofmadison.com/metro or call  
(608) 266-4466.

Taxis 

Union Cab: (608) 242-2000 

If you have a smartphone and use Uber or Lyft, both services have high 
service rates in the Madison area. 

Hotel shuttles 

Some hotels provide limited shuttle service around the area. For more 
information, inquire directly with your hotel.  
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Campus Map 

Distances 
Discovery Building to Union South: 0.1 miles 

Discovery Building to Hamel Music Center: 0.5 miles 

Discovery Building to Memorial Union: 0.6 miles  

Discovery Building to UW Hillel/Adamah: 0.8 miles  

Discovery Building to Capitol Square: 1.2 miles 

Discovery Building to Library Mall/State Street: 0.7 miles

23



Dining 
There are many great options for lunch and dinner on or near the UW-Madison campus. 

Lunch Recommendations: 
• Steenbock’s on Orchard, housed right here in the Discovery Building, is open for

lunch and dinner and offers elevated American cuisine
• Aldo’s café, also located within the Discovery Building, offers coffee, tea, and

light breakfast/lunch options
• Union South, directly across the street from Discovery on the south side of the

building, features several cafeteria-style eateries that serve lunch and dinner
• Library Café & Bar, across the street from Discovery on the west side of the

building, offers pub-style sandwiches and burgers
• Adamah (housed inside the UW Hillel, about 0.8 miles from Discovery) offers

contemporary Kosher food. They are open Monday - Thursday from 10am - 3pm
and Friday 11am – 2pm. Address: 611 Langdon Street

• Food carts on Library Mall (about 0.7 miles from Discovery) offer a wide range
of cuisines. You can find the carts at the campus end of State Street, between the
University Bookstore and Memorial Library.

• Memorial Union, located on the lake just up the street from Grainger, features
several cafeteria-style eateries that serve lunch and dinner

Strada (pizza, pasta dishes, panini) 

Carte (soup, salads, sandwiches) 

Der Rathskeller (pub food) 

Peet’s Coffee & Tea (café) 

Daily Scoop (locally made ice cream) 

A few other lunch options on State Street (0.6 – 0.8 miles from Discovery): 

• Mediterranean Café (shawarma/falafel)
625 State St

• Naf Naf Grill (fast Middle Eastern Grill)
555 State St

• Chipotle (fast Mexican-American)
658 State St

• Paul’s Pelmeni (Russian-style dumplings)
414 W Gilman St
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Dinner recommendations: 
 
• Cento (122 W Mifflin St) 

Contemporary Italian fine dining 
• Sardine (617 Williamson St) 

French-inspired fine dining, seafood 
• Osteria Papavero (128 E Wilson St) 

Refined Italian food in a casual setting – reservation usually needed 
• Tempest (120 E Wilson St) 

Seafood and oyster bar 
• Statehouse, in the Edgewater Hotel (1001 Wisconsin Pl) 

American fine dining – outdoor patio overlooks Lake Mendota 
• Harvey House (644 W Washington) 

Upscale American cuisine 
• Tornado Room (116 S Hamilton St) 

Classic Madison steakhouse  
• Johnny Delmonico’s (130 S Pinckney St) 

Upscale steak house 
• Cooper’s Tavern (20 W Mifflin St) 

Elevated Irish pub-style food 
• Dotty Dumpling Dowry (317 N Frances St) 

Casual place for burgers, cheese curds, etc. – a Madison classic 
• Graze (1 S Pinckney St) 

Farm-to-table burgers, etc. in a hip setting 
• The Old Fashioned (23 N Pinckney St) 

Casual contemporary American food – a Madison classic 
• 107 State (107 State Street) 

Slightly upscale Wisconsin tavern-style restaurant with Italian influences  
• Fabiola's Spaghetti House and Deli (1301 Regent St) 

Casual Italian-American food 
• Great Dane (123 E Doty St) 

Brewpub with burgers, salads, etc.  
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Engage with Jewish Studies throughout the year 
Founded in 1991, the George L. Mosse / Laurence A. Weinstein Center for Jewish 
Studies brings together a variety of disciplines to study and interpret Jewish and 
ancient Israelite history, religion, politics, society, and culture. Drawn from over a 
dozen different departments, our faculty have achieved national and international 
prominence for teaching and scholarship. Undergraduates can pursue either a major 
or certificate in Jewish Studies, and our alumni have gone on to pursue careers in 
law, medicine, secular and religious education, academia, business, community 
organizing, and the rabbinate. Each year, the Center offers to the university and 
wider Madison community a variety of educational and artistic programs, including 
lectures, conferences, roundtable discussions, concerts, and film screenings. 

Keep in Touch! 
Visit our website to sign up for our mailing lists, read our newsletter, and find up-
to-date information about events: www.cjs.wisc.edu  

CJS Events Calendar: www.cjs.wisc.edu/events 

Follow us on Social Media: 

• Facebook: www.facebook.com/UWJewishStudies/
• Instagram: @	uwmadisonjewishstudies
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Past Greenfield Themes 
2024 – Jews and Resilience 

2023 – Jews and Leisure 

2022 – The Jewish Family across Time and Space 

2021 – Jews and Politics: America, Israel, Europe 

2019 – Business, Labor, and Social Justice: Jewish Perspectives, Jewish Traditions 

2018 – Jews and Entertainment 

2017 – Jews and Science 

2016 – Jews and the Arts 

2015 – Reading Jews: From “People of the Book” to Popular Culture 

2014 – Jews and their Neighbors  

2013 – Subversive Jews: Dissidents and Rebels in the Jewish Tradition 

2012 – Jewish Memory and Nostalgia 

2011 – Yiddish in the Twenty-first Century 

2010 – The Wandering Jew 

2009 – Jews and Politics 

2008 – The World of European Jewry 

2007 – Encountering Israel: History, Culture, and Politics 

2006 – Judaism: Religious and Secular 

2005 – Jews in America 

2004 – Jews and Gender: Men and Women from Antiquity to the Present 

2003 – The World of Yiddish 

2002 – What Makes Something Jewish? 

2001 – Jewish Studies and the Arts 

2000 – Jewish Identity in the 20th Century: Literature, History, and the Arts 
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Special Thanks 
Ros & Larry Greenfield 

Jordan Rosenblum 

Chontel Syfox 

Gwen Walker 

David Pettersen 

Amie Goblirsch 

Jonathan McLaughlin 

Rebekah Sherman 

Dan Cavanagh 

Mead Witter School of Music

Teddy Xing 

Olivia Kelly 

Paul Borowsky 
(Jewish Social Services of Madison) 

Shauna Baranczyk 
(WID Event Services) 

Megan Moderson 
(Steenbock’s Catering) 

Hannah Scott  
(Union Event Services) 

Jewish Social Services of Madison 

Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle 

Madison Jewish Federation 

Milwaukee Jewish Federation 
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	 455	N	Park	St	
	 Madison,	WI	53706	
	
	 (608)	890-3572	
	 jewishstudies@cjs.wisc.edu	
	 https://cjs.wisc.edu/	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

SAVE	THE	DATE!	
JULY	13-16,	2026	

26th	Annual		
Greenfield	Summer	Institute	
Theme	and	further	details	to	be	announced	this	fall	
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