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The Mosse/Weinstein Center for Jewish Studies invites you 
to an unforgettable week of summer learning and fun.

Whether you’re an alum who wants to relive your college 
days, a friend of Jewish Studies who wants to share the 
excitement of Jewish learning, or a member of the public 
interested in studying Jewish history and culture, you are 
invited to participate in the Fourteenth Annual Greenfield 
Summer Institute, Subversive Jews: Dissidents and Rebels 
in the Jewish Tradition.

Since Abraham’s iconoclasm, dissent and rebellion have 
paradoxically been central to the Jewish tradition. This 
tradition teaches Jews to “proclaim liberty throughout the 
land” and “pursue justice,” even—and perhaps especially—
when those obligations set them in opposition to power 
and the status quo. What’s more, Jewish dissent and 
rebellion have not been aimed exclusively at outsiders; 
many Jews have felt it necessary at times to question and 
challenge the tenets and bonds of their own tradition. It 
is often feared that challenges of this kind will irreparably 
fracture the Jewish community, but other outcomes are 
possible: internal challenges may instead appeal to and 
bring into existence a broader, more expanded sort of 
community in which new ideas and new kinds of ties will 
be recognized. Please join us as we examine the meaning 
and significance of Jewish dissent and rebellion, from 
ancient times to the present, in politics, literature, gender 
relations, philosophy, and more.

Space is limited, so please register early.

Registration deadline:  June 7, 2013

Online registration: jewishstudies.wisc.edu/greenfield

The Greenfield Summer Institute is sponsored by the 
Mosse/Weinstein Center for Jewish Studies through the 
generosity of Larry and Roslyn Greenfield.
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SUNDAY, JULY 7
_______________________________________________
5:00–6:00 p.m.
Check in and pick up information packets
Fluno Center (601 University Avenue)
_______________________________________________
6:00–8:00 p.m.
Opening Dinner
Fluno Center

Welcome and opening remarks by Susan Zaeske, Associate 
Dean for Advancement, Arts and Humanities, and Michael 
Bernard-Donals, Director of the Center for Jewish Studies.

All lectures will be held at Grainger Hall, 975 University 
Avenue, unless otherwise noted.

MONDAY, JULY 8
_______________________________________________
9:00 a.m.
Magic Women: Gender and Magic in Rabbinic Literature
Jordan Rosenblum (University of Wisconsin–Madison)

The division between “religion” and “magic” has long been 
recognized as imaginary, as it reflects a particular view 
of that which is normative (“religion”) and that which is 
subversive (“magic”). In fact, many former magical amulets 
end up as key components of normative religion, including 
tefillin in Judaism. One particular group of people 
associated with magic in the ancient world in general, and 
in ancient Judaism in particular, was women. This talk will 
explore rabbinic texts that describe the ancient association 
between women and magic, and that report fascinating and 
humorous encounters between rabbis and magic women, 
such as witches and sorcerers. 
_______________________________________________
10:15 a.m.  Break
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_______________________________________________
10:45 a.m.
Women Pioneers (Halutzot): Between Ideals and Reality
Rachel F. Brenner (University of Wisconsin–Madison)

The phenomenon of Jewish women pioneers subverted 
the traditional image of the Jewish woman. As socialist 
revolutionaries, who rejected bourgeois lives of convention 
and comfort, the halutzot claimed gender equality and 
active participation in the Zionist idea of kibbush haavoda 
(the conquest of labor). The hardships sustained by the 
Yishuv (the Jewish settlement) in Eretz Israel confronted 
the pioneer women with realities that put their idealistic 
worldview to the test. The recently republished and re-
edited The Plough Woman: Records of the Pioneer Women 
in Palestine, an anthology of fifty personal essays written in 
the first decades of the Yishuv, allows a unique insight into 
the experience of these pioneering women. These real-time 
testimonies highlight the tensions between the aspiration to 
build a new society and the concreteness of the situation in 
the Land. The psychological, social, and historical themes 
of these personal narratives enable us to gain a fuller and 
deeper understanding of the Zionist enterprise and its 
central idea of Return.
_______________________________________________
Noon: Lunch (on your own)
_______________________________________________
1:30 p.m. 
Jewish Women in the “Long Women’s Movement”
Linda Gordon (New York University and University of 
Wisconsin–Madison)

This talk will examine the role that Jewish women played 
in the “long women’s movement,” beginning with their 
participation in the labor movements of the early twentieth 
century, and continuing through the feminist movement 
later that century. 
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TUESDAY, JULY 9
_______________________________________________
9:00 a.m.
Encountering Esther: Religion, Imagination, and 
Political Action
Susan Zaeske (University of Wisconsin–Madison)

By recovering and analyzing encounters with the Book of 
Esther, this presentation will describe how people who have 
sought social change throughout history have used the 
Esther story to imagine themselves as political agents and 
inform the strategies they employ to struggle for change. 
We will explore how the Esther narrative was embraced 
by abolitionists such as Sojourner Truth and Angelina 
Grimke, Holocaust survivors, Jewish feminists, South 
Africans, and even by Elizabeth Dole and Sarah Palin. We 
will also share our own encounters with the Purim story 
and discuss what they meant to us.
_______________________________________________
10:15 a.m. Break
_______________________________________________
10:45 a.m.
Creative Betrayal and the Preservation of Tradition in 
Modern Hebrew Poetry
Philip Hollander (University of Wisconsin–Madison)

Before Hebrew’s reemergence as a spoken language in early 
twentieth-century Palestine, an unprecedented blossoming 
of Hebrew poetry had begun in late nineteenth-century 
Eastern Europe. Rather than draw from everyday speech, 
the poets of this renaissance mined their vocabulary from 
the Hebrew texts they had learned in their youth. Yet even 
as these poets employed the language of traditional texts 
learned in heders and yeshivas, their poetry promoted a 
modern secular culture running counter to the religious 
ideas expressed in the texts they turned to for inspiration. 
Consequently, as contemporary Hebrew language and 
Israeli poetry distance themselves from the language of 
Jewish religious tradition, Hebrew literary renaissance 
poetry stands out  in its paradoxical fealty to a religious 
tradition against whose ideas it rebelled. This phenomenon 
will be explored in the work of Hayyim Nachman Bialik.
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_______________________________________________
Noon: Lunch (on your own)
_______________________________________________
1:30 p.m. 
The Jew as Bandit and Thief: The Case of Abram Tertz
Judith Kornblatt (University of Wisconsin–Madison)

This lecture will examine why Andrey Sinyavsky, a major 
Russian Soviet writer, chose a pseudonym for his unofficial 
literature that was derived from the name of a legendary 
Jewish outlaw: Abrashka Tertz. How is a writer like a thief? 
How is a dissident like a Jew? We will discuss a number 
of Sinyavsky/Tertz’s writings, including The Trial Begins, 
“Pkhents,” “At the Circus,” and Little Tsores. Selected 
readings will be made available to read before the Institute, 
although knowledge of these texts is not required.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 10
_______________________________________________
9:00 a.m.
Politics and Anti-Politics in the Hebrew Bible
Michael Walzer (Institute for Advanced Study)

This talk will discuss the views of different biblical writers 
on the question of the best regime (the rule of judges, or of 
kings, or of priests), and will ask why many of the writers 
were not particularly interested in this question. How did 
they view the importance of politics in the general scheme 
of things? What room was there for human politics “in 
God’s shadow?” How did they conceive the place of Israel 
(the northern and southern kingdoms) in international 
society, as it then was? How did they understand the 
politics of imperial states like Assyria and Babylonia? 
How did they think that Israel should respond to imperial 
expansion? Note: Walzer’s book In God’s Shadow: Politics 
in the Hebrew Bible is the featured reading of the 2013 
Greenfield Book Club. 
_______________________________________________
10:15 a.m. Break
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_______________________________________________
10:45 a.m.
Spinoza the Heretic
Steven Nadler (University of Wisconsin–Madison)

In 1656, Baruch Spinoza was excommunicated from 
the Amsterdam Portuguese-Jewish community with the 
most extreme and vitriolic writ of herem ever issued by 
that community. We will use the herem as an occasion 
for discussing the central themes of Spinoza’s radical 
philosophy, and especially his heterodox views on God, the 
Bible, and the Jewish religion. At the same time, we will 
consider the way in which Spinoza, despite his rejection 
of Judaism, remains an indelible part of Jewish intellectual 
tradition, as well as the question of whether Spinoza is, as 
often claimed, the first “secular Jew.”
_______________________________________________
Noon: Lunch (on your own)
_______________________________________________
1:30 p.m. 
Franz Boas: Anthropologist, Rebel, and Creator
Herbert S. Lewis (University of Wisconsin–Madison)

Franz Boas (1858–1942) created American anthropology 
when he arrived in the United States from Germany in 
1886. At Columbia University (from 1896) he taught the 
first doctoral students, who then spread throughout the 
land bearing the basics of his anthropology. His authority 
as a creative critic and expert in the fields of ethnography, 
physical anthropology, and linguistics was manifest upon 
his arrival, but the success of his “new” science depended 
upon the overthrow of the then-prevalent doctrines of 
“racial science” and cultural evolutionary thought. To his 
last breath he was an outspoken opponent of racism as well 
as any other sort of inequality and restraints on freedom of 
thought and speech.
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THURSDAY, JULY 11
_______________________________________________
9:00 a.m.
Jewish Madison in the 1960s 
Mayor Paul Soglin and Paul Buhle (Brown University)

The University of Wisconsin–Madison was an epicenter 
of political activism and academic innovation in the 
1960s and 1970s. It was also home to prominent Jewish 
intellectuals and the destination for thousands of Jewish 
students. Historian Paul Buhle (PhD ’75) and Mayor Paul 
Soglin (BA ’66, JD ’72) will share their historical and 
personal perspectives on Jewish participation in student 
protest movements in Madison during that time. 
_______________________________________________
10:15 a.m. Break
_______________________________________________
10:45 a.m.
From Marxism to Judaism: Jewish Intellectuals in 
Post-World War II America
Tony Michels (University of Wisconsin–Madison)

This talk will focus on two individuals, both well known, 
but rarely discussed together: Will Herberg and Irving 
Howe. Herberg, a formidable Marxist thinker in his youth, 
ventured away from Marxism at the end of the 1930s. Over 
the following decade, he attempted to recast socialism 
with a religious foundation. By the time Herberg authored 
Protestant-Catholic-Jew (1955), one of the most influential 
books on American religion of its time, he had abandoned 
socialism in favor of political conservatism. Howe, by 
contrast, remained loyal to socialism even after discarding 
Marxism in the early 1950s. Furthermore, whereas Herberg 
became an Orthodox Jew, Howe had no use for religion. 
He gravitated to Yiddish literature, publishing, with poet 
Eliezer Greenberg, the most accomplished and widely 
read collection of Yiddish literature in English translation: 
A Treasury of Yiddish Stories (1954). This and Howe’s 
subsequent anthologies of Yiddish writings sparked a 
revival in Yiddish literature. 
_______________________________________________
Noon: Wrap-up panel
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ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES

After a day of lectures, unwind with fellow Greenfield 
participants during special afternoon programming. 
Additional details, including date, time, and location, will be 
provided in advance of the Institute.
_______________________________________________
New for 2013! Greenfield Book Club
Are you interested in enriching your Greenfield 
experience? Consider taking part in the optional 
Greenfield Book Club to discuss In God’s Shadow: Politics 
in the Hebrew Bible, by speaker Michael Walzer. Faculty-
moderated discussion groups will meet during the Institute, 
though participants are encouraged to form informal 
reading groups as well. All participants will receive copies 
of selected chapters upon registration. Please indicate on 
the registration form whether you plan to participate.

_______________________________________________
Back by popular demand! Yid Vicious Concert
Founded in Madison in 1995, Yid Vicious  has been 
spreading its infectious, original blend of freylekh fun 
throughout the Midwest and beyond for over a decade.

_______________________________________________
Ben Sidran Concert
Pianist, producer, singer, and composer Ben Sidran (’66) 
has been a major force in the modern day history of jazz 
and rock & roll, having played keyboards with or produced 
such artists as Steve Miller, Mose Allison, Diana Ross, Boz 
Scaggs, Phil Upchurch, Tony Williams, Jon Hendricks, 
Rickie Lee Jones and Van Morrison. Although best known 
in some circles for writing Steve Miller’s hit song “Space 
Cowboy,” Ben Sidran is more widely recognized as the host 
of National Public Radio’s landmark jazz series “Jazz Alive,” 
which received a Peabody Award, and as the host of VH-1 
television’s “New Visions” series, which received the Ace 
Award for best music series. In 2012, he published his long-
awaited text on the Jewish influence on American popular 
music, There Was a Fire: Jews, Music and the American 
Dream.
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REGISTRATION/PAYMENT INFORMATION

Fee > The fee for the Greenfield Summer Institute is $160. 
This covers classes and selected refreshments. Registration 
forms postmarked after June 7 will be subject to a $25 
late fee. For more information about kosher meal options, 
please contact the Center for Jewish Studies.

Registration Online > Participants may register and pay 
online with a credit card at
jewishstudies.wisc.edu/greenfield.

Registration By Mail > You may still register by mail using 
the form on the next page and mailing it to the address 
below with a check for $160 ($185 after June 7). Please 
make checks payable to UW–Madison/CJS.

Mosse/Weinstein Center for Jewish Studies
108 Ingraham Hall
1155 Observatory Drive
Madison, WI 53706-1319

Please be sure to register only once!

Confirmation of your registration, as well as information 
about the lectures, housing, specific events, and parking 
will be sent to you after your registration has been 
processed. This information will be sent via e-mail if you 
register online, and via US Mail if you register via mail.

Parking > Underground parking is available in Grainger 
Hall. Information about access to parking will be sent after 
your registration has been received.

Lodging > The Institute has blocked rooms at several 
nearby hotels. A list of hotels, with information about 
discount rates, is available on our website and will also be 
sent after your registration has been received. 
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REGISTRATION FORM

Name __________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City ____________________________________________

State _______________________ Zip ________________

Phone ___________________________________________

E-mail ___________________________________________

h  This is my first time attending the Greenfield Summer 
Institute 

h  I’m a returning participant
h  I plan to attend the opening dinner at the Fluno Center 

(Reservation required, no extra charge)
h  I plan to participate in the optional discussion of 

Michael Walzer’s book, In God’s Shadow

How would like your name(s) and hometown to appear on 
your nametag?

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

Please note any special assistance you require due to 
dietary restrictions, visual and/or hearing impairments, or 
mobility limitations:

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

For more information: 
Phone: 608-890-3572
E-mail: greenfield@cjs.wisc.edu 
jewishstudies.wisc.edu/greenfield 
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